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Queft. 1. W Hat Teftimonies find ye in Hiftory ( the 
Sacred Writ excepted) that can grve 
us Affurance of {uch a Perfon as our 

Saviour and his Miracles ? It may be of great Ufe to the {i teling 

in {ome young Hobbilts 2 Perfwafion of the reality of tre 

Chiftian Religion. Be 

Anfw. The Death of Pan in Plutarch, at our Sav iours 

Nativity. Orizen’s feventh Book againft that witty Hea- 

then Cel/us, fhows that Cel/us own’d fuch a Perion as our 

saviour and his Miracles, only affirm’d they were done 
by the Devil. Tacitus in the Life of Nero witnefles that 

Jefus (our Saviour ) fuffered under Tiberius. If there 

had not been fuch a Perfon as our Saviour, who had 

gone fuch ftrange Miracles, Apol/or-ue Thaneus woud 
never have been fet by the Heathests co have av’d him 
in his Miracles. Syaon Magus had nis Statue tec up in 

Rome, with this Infcription, Dedicated to Symon the Holy 

Got, he himfelf afluming that Title, and giving nis 

Magick the Apellation of the Power of the Holy Ghoft, 

which confirms fuch a thing as an Holy Ghoft, ipoke 

on by our Saviour and his Apoftles. Ptolemy had the 

Mo[zick Books tranflated, fo that the Heathens had ‘em 

before the Chriftians ; wherefore there cou’d be no per- 

verting thoie Texts which Prophecy’d of our Saviour, 
bute the Cheat wou’d have been found out. Ari/tobulus 
the Peripatetick, in a Treatife dedicated to Ptolemy, 
mentions the feventh day as a Reff. Plato had his Tri- 


nity fromthe Rabbins, as alfo Arijtotle his Ens Entium : 


From the Rabbins alfo came the three Deftinies, allud- 
ing to the Trinity ; all which proves that the Heathens 
had the Pentateuch, if no more, and if no other Au- 
thorities cou'd be given for it. Fofephus cou'd be no 
Bigot, fee Chap. 14. lib. 18. his Teftimony is good, for 
the Emperors were Heathens. Tertullian, Apolog. ch. 21. 
fays thus, Our Saviours Miracles cannot be f{ufpected, for 
they are Regiftred in the Calendars and publick Annals at 
Rome. Pilate, who was ftiled Prator of the Empire, and 
who paffed Sentence of Death upon our Saviour, fent 
his Regifter of our Saviour and his Miracles from Pe- 
leftine to Tiberius. ‘Fuftin Martyr in his fecond Apology 
to Antoninus, firft fhews that the Fewifh Prophecies were 
enly fulall’d by Chrift, and refers tothe Emperor to 
fead Péilate’s Record that was in the Regi/try-——~ Confult 
but the .Apologies of the Fathers to the Roman Empe- 
rors and the Senate, and there’s many more fuch Palf > 
ges. Paul Horatius and Eutropius, Secretaries to Offavi« 
ai; fay, chat at the time when Jefus Chrift was born, 
it happened in Rome, that in a Publick Inn was difeo 
vered and broke forth a Fountain ef pure Oyl, which for 
the {pace of a whole day inceffantly ifflued out in great 
abundance. Eutropius adds, that at our Saviours Birth 
in Rome and :adjacent Places at Noon-time, was feen a 
Circle about the Sun, as bright asthe Sun ic felf. Com- 
meffor ia his Scholaftick Hiftory, affirms that the fame 
day (viz. our Saviewr's Birth-day ) the Temple in Rome, 
dedicied by the Romans to the Goddefs Paix, fell to the 
Earth and was ruined; and he faith, that at the Time 
that it was built by, che Romans, they addreffed to the 
Oracle of Apollo, to know how long it fhou’d endure ; 
which made Anfwer, Even till a Virgin fhall bring forth 
4 Child. Fulian, Vincent, Celfus, African, Lucian, Por- 
frie, 8c. by their obftruéting Chrift and his Miracles as 
much as they cou’d, and the Apologies Written to the 
Senate and Emperors for the Chriftians, fhow it cou'd 
not be a Dream. Pilate, whom we have mentioned, 
having fent to Tiberius an Account of our Saviour and 
his Miracles, it was moved in the Senate, ‘Whether they 
fhou'd receive Jefus Chrift for a God ? which tho” ir 


pals'd in the Negative, yet. Tiberius. forbad.any further; 


Perfecuting the Chriffians.— Flegon the Greek Hiftori- 
an, born in Afiz, of whom Suidas makes {pecial menti- 


on, fays, that in the fourth Year of the 210th. Olympi- — 
ele, (which was the 18sb. of Tiberius, when our Sayis | 


our fuffer'd ) there was the greateft Eclipfe of the Sun 
that is to be met with in Hiftory, which alfo caugd 
another Eminent Heathen to cry out, Aut Natura diffel- 
vitur, aut Deus Nature pasitur. Macrobius an Etbnick Hifto- 
riographer, who recites fome pleafant and Witty Speech. 
es ot the Emperor Offavian, fays, the Emperor havir 
heard of the Cruelty of Hered towards his own Son, at 
the other Innocents which he flew, reply’d, "Twas better 
in Herod's Houle to be bis Hog than bis Child ; which ve- 
rifies the Hiftory of the Wife-men, and the Cruelty as 
gainft the Innocents. We might add a Cloitd more of 
Wirtnafles, wiz. Pliny, Suetonius, Dion, Tranquillus, Cor- 
nelius Tacitus, /Elius, Lampridius, Saturninus, &c. For 
the Teftimony of our Saviour’s Birth, his Miracles, his 
Apoftles, the Perfecution of the following Chriftians, 
the Ediéts of che Emperors againft "em made and annull’d; 
but "tis hoped here is already more than is requir’d for 
the Credibility of an Alexander, Fulius Ce{zr, or any 
other Perfons or their Acts, which our Doubters of 
Chrift’s Truth and Miracles can readily aflent to, 

Queft. 2. Whether the keeping fo many hundreds as are 
kept in Prifons (begging of Bread ) for Accidents and Con- 
tingencies in Trades, when thofe that keep them there know 
they are not in a Capacity to pay em, be nos a crying Evil} 
and contrary to all Chriftian Prefidents, Practice and Cuftom 
of Forreign Nations ? and whether it ougit not to be nedrefs'd 
in Parliament ? | 

An{w. We are no Difators to the Parliament, but ang 
well affur’d, tliat tho’ ‘tis a common Practice, yet ‘tig 
fo far trom a Chriftian Temper, as certainly.excludes thé 
Praditioners out of Heaven, without Repentance ; for there 
are none there that ‘cannot forgive impofMble Debts, noué 
but what are merciful, pitiful, and in fhort Imitatorpof 
the blefied Fefus. ; r 

Queft. 3. Ifa Man bas a Brother, by Nature or Affnitys 
that owes 2001. er 300]. and is not worth near fo muchs 
but goes off with all, with an Intention $0 pay as far it does, 
within a {mall dfatser, and depofits this with a Brother con 
fiding in bim, to pay as far as it. goes, andthe fame. is re- 
fufed by the Credttorg — Whether or no the Brother is Obliged 
in point of Fuftice to reveal this Money, 20 become a Sacrifice 
and Prey to amy of thofe mercile(s Creditors.that will mot aca 
cept of what is in a Man's oop: and Power to do; feeing 
the Truft was a free Trust, and the Defett game by Accidents 
and Loffes in Trade ? 

, Anfw. We had the reverfe of this Queftion anfwer'd 
in our laft Paper fave one ; and to this we fay alfo, that 
Claufe of Paying as far as it will go within a .fmall mat- 
ter, is as much as to fay, be a little unjuft,-if any of what 
he has juftly belongs to the Creditors, chen all does, 
fince more than all is their due. Perhaps the Creditors 
believe there are Affers enough to difcharge the wholes 
ad ‘till they are fatisfy‘d of that, ‘tis cheir Charity if 
they demand lefs ; Yet if after fuch fatisfaétion they pro- 
Ceed in their firft Demands, th “are. mercilefs and Uns 
charitable, aad minft be atham’d to think of their own 
Debts to Heaven,- and how they can hope.for other mnea< 
ee phd rd mrt to aya raphe Our Opinion 
is chat the Truft ought to . iver'd up again in- 
to the Creditors Hands, and the Truth of fhe pets Cafe 
on' both fides be made known by Affidavit or otherwife, 
arid- afterwards referred'to the Arbitration of two pru- 
dent good Men, who are ndt at all, concern’d in. the 
pig. nor prejudiecd by Paflion, \ Affection or Inte. 
re °, . - - ' A Erik a be Fe 
~ Queft. 4. Whether there be a Species .in Nature of which 
one Creature does only exift. | i 

Anfw. No, The Phoenix is a. Fable, or any Creature 
élfe that pret to @ Priviledge .of encration ; 
read ofall Living Creatures! that went inte 
Nosh’s Agk there were not Male and Female. 
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An Abftratt of the moft valuable BOOKS new- 
dy Printed, to be continued Weekly. 


A Difcomrle concerning Trouble ‘of Mind, and the Difeafe of 
Meldncholly. In Three Parts. 
as are or bave been Exerciled by the fame. By Timothy 
Rogets, M.A. who was long afflided with both. To which 
are annexed fome Letters from jeveral Divines, relating to 
the fame Subje@. London, Printed for Tho. Park- 
hurft and Tho. Cockeril at the Bible and three Crowns 
in Cheapfide, and-at the three Leggs in the Poul- 


trey. 1691. 


e Author throughout the whole Difcourfe evident- 
ly difplays an Experimental Fudgment, a Moderate 
Temper, and a Spirit repleat with all the Charms of Mild- 
als and Pity, of which his own Sufferings have ren- 
dred him very fenfible. The Preface contains certain 
Heads of Advices to the Relations of fuch as are Melan- 
¢holly : As, 1. That they fhould look opon the Party as 
under the worft Diftemper in this Lite ; both Body and 
Mind being infeéted, and therefore a Subject both for a 
Phyfisian and Minifer, 2. To be Compaflionate co ‘em, 
confidering that we our felves are inthe Body. 3. Not to 
ufe harth Speeches to ‘em, but imitate him that wou'd not 
break the bruifed Eeed, nor quench the imoaking Fiax. 
4. To believe what they fay, or at leaft that their Ap- 
prehenfions are fuch as they tell you they are: “Tis a re- 
al Mitery to them if but faacy’d. To Contradict ‘em, is 
Cruelty. 5. Urge ‘em not to do what they cannot, left 
you add totheir Burden. 6. Actribute nor the Effedts 
of meer Difeafe to the Devil, it may proceed from a 
Violent preffure upon their Spirits. 7. Do not much 
wonder at what chey fay or do: All’s co be born with 
where the Agent is fo unhappy as to think himfelf loft 
for ever. 8. Mention no formidable things or Stories 
to ‘em, ‘twill efteét greater Diforders upon their Spi- 
rits, «9. When you talk to’em, do not fpeak as if cheir 
Troubles wou'd be very long, that’s the Sword that ftabs 
‘wn : An End of Mifery is encouraging, 10. Give ‘em Ex- 
amples of others under the ‘bok Circumi{tances that 
have been deliver’d. 11. Pray for’em. 12- Get others 
to Pray for’em. 13. Put em in mind of the Sovereign 
Grace of God in Chrift Jets. Manaffth found many. 
Next follow the Letters of feveral Divines to the Au- 
thor and his Relasions, very pertinent to the Subjeft treat- 
ed of, being moftly Experiences in fuch’Troubles, and De- 
liverances from ‘em. : | 
Chap. 1. Treats, of the Reafons why God is fometimes 
Angry with his own Servants. Where he firft fhows that 
is not fubjeét to unquiet Paffions, like a Man, but is 
always Unchangable ; fo chat ‘tis an Expreffion to our 
per ge Anger ts bis Refolation or Will to punifh Sinners, 
and effected when he withdraws himfelf from us, and 
rmits our Unhappinefs in Affliétions, Diftrefles, @<, 
y @ privation of their contraries. The Reafons he lays 
down, are, ’ 
That ‘tisa Paternal Chaftifement to fecure us from 
ruction. “Becaufe our fins are of greater Aggravati- 
ons than others. For a warning to others and to wipe off 
all Aiperfions that might be caft upon his Holinefs. And 
to teach us to value his Favour more. ~ 
Chap. 2. Treats, That God is Angry but for a fhort 
Seafon. The Reafons. ‘Tis fo, if compared tothe Ever- 
nity of Happinefs defign'd ‘em. Compar‘d to the Continu- 
ance of his Love. He remembers our frame. ‘Tis the Te- 
nor of his Covenant to‘be Angry bur a Moment. He de- 
lights in Mercy. He does it for hisown Names fake. ‘Tis 
a diftin€tion betwixt the Righteous and Wicked. 1 
Chap. 3. Treats of the Fallacy of our Judgments under 
the Severity of God‘s Difpenfations, proves ic tobe the 
Condition of the Church ot God, ‘Fudges 6. 13: If4.4y. 
14,15. Ifa. 40.27. Lam, 3.7,8,9,10. Fob 1.19. & 19. 10. 
Shows we ought to bear it quietly, becaufe we have fin‘d 
againt him; that che being impstient, is a means t© pro- 
voke him further. ‘That he is juft, 34.23. That the 
Mercies we have receiv‘d fhou‘d be thought on. That 
we fhou‘d compere thefe Sufferings with the Happinefs to 
ae eateth of of Chritt in Suffering for | 
4 Tr itt in Sufferin 
wien tb the bonchaccomeses ee; upon & eile « Pricelas our Pitt 
That he iuffer'd not for the fallen Angels. Thathe bim/elf was Tensps- 


Written for the uje of fuch 


ed, and that by thefe Sufferings he now fympathizes with ours,.aaj 
is alfo able to juccour us that are Tempted. "7 98h 

Chap.°$. Sheweth from the atoremention‘d grounds how ugrea. 
fonabie our Paffions and Quarrels One with another are, Eect, 7, 9, 
How di ¢ to the Te of Corift. That, fince-Men are fo ua. 
rea‘onabie, ‘tis better to fall into the Hands ot God, ( asto T 
ral Calamities ) than into theirs. He thows his Aercies. Magnities bis 
Geodne{s : And proves the Enemies of the Church of God tobe 
miftaken in their infulting over good People : Compares the good 
Man‘s momentaneous Alflictioas with the Eternal Puniibmests ot 
the Wicked. : 

Chap. 6. Shows that fuch as never had a Senfe of God's Wrath upon 
‘em, ought to admire and bleis him lor that d i ftinguifbing Grase, 
and yet not to prefume with David, laying, I lak never Le Fay, i; 
left they allio Complain --- Thou didft bide thy Face, ana J wo; 
troubled. Compares both Conditions together ; and conciuces that 
all Enjoyments are ane under God's Dilplealure : Ang that even 
the Ordinances of God will bring a Terror along with ‘em. gyi. 
fes to beware of the Scginnings of Divine Wrath, and to lecure our 
felves trom the Eternity of it. 

Chap. 7. Shews what is to be done when we apprehend God to 
be Angry with ns, viz. We thou'd Pray, and beg to be Reconciisg 
An fwers (ome Objeétaons : Anc fhows that tho* we can‘r Pray With a 
Warm Zeal: Yet ‘tisa more excellent State to Pray w ithour lenlidle 
Comfort than with it. That if our Thoughts wander, Prayer is rh, bes 
Remedy 10 fix tem. That it we have no gracious Return to our Pra‘. 

ers for a long time, we are aflurtd by Promite it will at length come 
If God retufes Comtort, ‘tis in vam to feck it eliewhere. That ye 
have a Mediator interceding for us. 

Chap. 8. Treats of the Excellency of Faith in Chrift: That ip 
overcomes all Oppofitions: Qxiets the Soul: Helps us t0 a right 
Underftandiag of the Nature of Affixctions : Fortities us agarnft the 
Wiles of the Devil: Conveys Lite and Strength from Chrilt . ang 
fhows us a Period of our Mileries.— 1 

Chap. 9. Treats of direct acts of Faith: Advifing us to look for. 
ward to the “thor and Fimnifber of omr Faith, and his Exar. 

le: To Wait patiently ‘tillthe Lordappear. (1.) Becaule Gog 

slong Waited uponus. (2.) Weare his Creatures, and ag hig 
difpolal; and that which we Wait for will make amends, and theres 
fore fhou‘d under all entertaim a hope that ‘twill be over ar lait, 

Chap. 10. Shovvs that we ought not to expect Joy and Adurang 
on a fudden : but rather enquire into the Gaules of God‘s Ancer 
What the Accur@d thing is that we hide in our Hearts, aud exlarg? 
€s upon, the Subject of the 3d. Chapter. ° 

Chap. 11. Shovvs that our Eternal State 1s not to be judg'd by pre- 
fent Terrors. That ‘tis an ill thing to be over troubled, even tor Sig 
it felf; as when our Sin hinders owr regular Proceeding in the true 
Judgment of things, when our Sorrovv tor Sin drives us avva' 
trom God, when it indilpofes us for our Duty to liim ; or vvhen x 
pyts us upon indirect Means tor Relief. That we fhould call to mung 

férmer Experiences of God's goodnefs. __ 

(bap. 12. Shows that the Sufferings of God‘s Servants are cers 
tainly good for the Univerie ; and that he does iz, that others may 
be Convine'd of the Evil of Sin ; be kept from Carnal Security ; be 
fenfible of God's All-fafficiency and their Nothingnels: To {iewus 
the. Defilement of our Nature, the Precion fnef of Chrift and his Word, 
gedto be Admirers of Free Grace. To make us learn to be mertie 
ful to others in the like Cale ; and to make us pitty ill Mex. 

Chap. 13. Shews that fuch Perions as have been deiiver‘d from 
Troubles of Mind, fhou'd all the reft of their Lives tet but dittie Value 
upon the World. Not diftruft God. Be quicken‘d to Duty. Walk 
bumb/y with him. Abd take heed of Relapies. And be publickly thank 
ful. And nottear the Evils of the World. Admire the World is 
Wicked, and yet ia fuch Peace. To Pray that we may not fall ingo 
fuch Difeafes as Satan may take advantage of us thereby. Thatas 
to fuch Perfons that dye inthe Apprehenfion of Gods di! leafure, 
we ought not to defpair, but that they may be buppily miftehen. Our 
Saviour when he was dying, Complam‘d he was for @ben. It maybe 
fuch a diltraction may Teach others to admure the Mercy of God, 
that they are not inthe like Cale; tho‘ fuch diltraction may bea 
Mercy in delivering ‘em from the Trouble of behoiding their, Friends 
Sorrow, or by preventing fuch Temptations as might have been 
more prejadicial totem. 

The Book is large, containing three Parts, befides the Preface, &c. 
the 2d. and 3d. Part will be Abftratted in our Next Paper 5 wheres 
im particularly is am Account of the Authors own Trombies and, Delie 
werances. ' 

The World foall fpeedily have an Abfirall of Mr. Norris*§ Prattical 
Dilcourles on fevera? Divine fubfetts.. The Realation of the Lady 
————- Travels into Spain, &c. ‘ 


Adbertifemerst. 


Ww E having begun to Print Extra(¥s of ths moft tonfiderable Books 
( Pxblifbt in England and Forreign ‘Parts ) long time before 
ang thing of that Naryure appear'd in publick ; and our Beokfeller af 
having been at great Charges in carrying on the eid Work, ( a5 evidenio: 
ty appears by our firft Supplement to tye Athenian Mercury ) the fe 
things being duely confidered by Our Whole Society, we joall nom 
for the general Benefit of the Learned World conftanily qloiw tw Col 
lumes in our Saturdayes Mercury, ( or niore room if wefee? Oecafion 
fort, COMMON JUSTICE 10 the fir} Undertaker Obligiag as 19 it) 
tq infert Abltracts of thofe New Books that are publifht Weekly 5 thas 
fo what is at any time wanting in eur feveral Supplemeats, may be 
fugpiyed by our Weekly Mercuries. 
This Weekly Publication of Books will be advamageous s01bafe whe 
frail Undertake any Cynfiderabie Works, fiuce they may bave Occafem 
te publifh their Defign, and invite all Perfens te Communicate thet 
Manuferipts to them, which will contribute much 10 the Work they 
Undertake, amd miake ‘em dl fotbe more known by the general fpreed- 
ing of our Papers. 
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